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Hong Kong has a free market economy highly dependent on international trade and 
finance. Its open economy left it exposed to the global economic slowdown, but its 
increasing integration with China, through trade, tourism and financial links, helped it 
recover more quickly than many observers anticipated. Hong Kong's GDP fell in 2009, as a 
result of the global financial crisis, but a recovery began in the third quarter of 2009, and 
the economy grew nearly 6.8 per cent in 2010.  
 
Detailed macro-economic indicator of Japan is given in Table 1 
 

  
 
In 2010, the total export of Hong Kong stood at US$ 58,328 million, which declined by -
82.7 per cent from 2009, while the total import were to the tune of US$ 4,80,044 million 

almost 36.5 per cent higher than 2009. Hong Kong accounted 
for 0.4 per cent share in the world's total export and in the last 
four years it grew negatively with -5 per cent per annum. On 
the other hand, Hong Kong's import from the world accounted 
for 3.2 per cent share and grew positively in the last four years 
with five per cent per annum. The RMG export accounted for 
4.1 per cent in 2010, which was 6.6 per cent in 2009. RMG 
exports have declined by a huge margin in 2010. RMG import 
in 2010, was to the tune of US$ 8,202 million, which is 44 per 
cent lower than the previous year.  
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Table 2 highlights the RMG import of Hong Kong for knit and 
woven apparel in the last three years. It has been found that the 
overall import of RMG from the world has declined, while import 
from India has increased by 7.2 per cent from the previous year.  
 
Hong Kong's import of knitted garment is higher than the woven 
garment and in the last three years share of knitted garment in total 
garment import has increased substantially.  
 
Major Apparel Suppliers to Hong Kong 
 
Table 3 shows the top ten apparel suppliers to Hong Kong, wherein 
China is the largest supplier with 81 per cent in total apparel import 
from the world in 
2010. China's share in 
total apparel import 
has declined in 2010 
from the previous 
year, while countries 
like Italy, France and 

Japan have gained. India is the seventh 
largest supplier with 0.6 per cent share in 
the total apparel import from world. India's 
share in apparel import has increased by 0.4 
per cent from the previous year.  
 
 

 
 
Apparel Import at HS 4 Digit 
 
Hong Kong imports 34 products at HS 4 digit from world. Among the 34 items, there were 
30 categories, where there had been a decline in import from the last year while only four 
categories registered increase in import. Categories, which registered increase from the 
previous year were 6213, 6216, 6114 and 6210. Highest growth was registered by the 6213,  
 



www.fibre2fashion.com 

 
import of which increased by 8.2 per cent in 2010 from 2009. Top five apparel imports 
from India at HS 4 digit are 6205 (men's or boy's shirts), 6109 (t-shirts or singletons & 
other vests, knitted garments), 6204 (women's/girl's suits, ensembles), 6206 
(women/girl's blouses & shirts) and 6214 (shawls, scarves mufflers & a like). These three 
items accounted for 65 per cent share in India's total export to Hong Kong.  
 

Source: UN Comtrade, 2010  
 

Figure 1 shows the relative position of Hong Kong's top five 
apparel import from India at HS 4 digit.  
 

 
 

Source: ITC, 2010: The figure shows the total import of Hong Kong in US$ 
million from the world and the share in import from India and growth is given 
in the brackets.  
 

 
Apparel import at HS 6 Digit  
 
In 2010, Hong Kong imported 217 products at HS 6 digit amongst, which 42 products 
grew positively, while rest of the 175 items grew negatively. On the other hand, Hong Kong 
imported almost 132 items from India amongst, which 76 items grew positively, while rest 
of the 56 items grew negatively. Top apparel items from India are 620520, 610910, 
620630, 610510 and 620342. These items accounted for almost 49 per cent in apparel  
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import from the India. Top 5 apparel import of Hong Kong from world is given and India's 
position in these items is also given.  
 

 
 
 
Table 5 shows the competitive positions of the top four suppliers 
for top five items. These top five items constitute around 40 per 
cent share in the total apparel import of Hong Kong from the 
world. China has emerged as the dominant supplier followed by 
Italy, France and Japan. India remained at the third position for 
two products like 611030 and 621210 while at the second position 
for rest of the three products i.e. 611020,620462,610910.  
 
Applied tariff on the apparel import is lowest among the major 
apparel importers. 
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