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France is a well developed mixed economy with a well established private as well as 
government sector. France's GDP in terms of PPP in 2009 were $2.1 trillion. The 
country is ranked ninth in the world in terms of GDP volume. However, the recent 
economic crisis had effect on the French economy which led to the overall decline in 
the volume of GDP and increase in the unemployment ratio. Euro is an official 
currency of France.  

France's global imports was to the tune of US$ 486.7 billion in the year 2009 showing 
a decline of 29 per cent and India had a share of only 0.5 per cent as 31st supplier 
country. RMG constituted 3.6 per cent share in France's total imports and woven and 
knit apparel ranked as twelfth and fifteenth largest products imported by France.  

The EU region constituted 22.1 per cent share in world RMG imports. As per UN, 
France appeared as the third largest importer of RMG in EU Group and sixth largest 
in World with 13.90 & 6.03 per cent share respectively.  

The table below depicts share of Woven Apparel and Knit Apparel in RMG Imports of 
France during the last 3 years: 
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In the France's total import of apparel in 2009 India's share was 5.5 per cent which 
has increased by 0.3 per cent from the previous year, though the import growth from 
India had declined. 

 

 

The above table shows that China was the largest supplier country of RMG in 2009 
leaving behind Italy followed by the Bangladesh, Tunisia and Turkey. China's share 
has improved significantly in the last 5 years, from 14.3 per cent in 2004 to 31.8 per 
cent in 2009.  

India's rank kept fluctuating over the years and reached seventh position in 2009. 
India was the eighth major supplier country in 2004, increased to seventh position in 
2009. Share of India has increased from 4.3 per cent in 2004 to 5.5 per cent in 2009, 
though, showing a decline in percentage growth terms.  

Share and position of Bangladesh has also improved significantly among major 
suppliers from sixth largest supplier country in 2004 to third largest supplier country 
in 2009 with 6 per cent share.  
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Above given five product groups in table constituted 55 per cent share in 
France's total RMG imports from India. India's share is only 5 per cent for these top 5 
product groups.  

There are 5 product groups in which imports from India grew by more than 10 per 
cent. Below is the detail of all 5 items where India registered more than 10 percent 
growth: 

 

There are 11 commodities at HS 4 in which India's growth has declined in 2009. 
Import of products Men/Boy suits (HS Code 6103) has severely affected with a 
decrease of 39.5 per cent in 2009. Import of women or girls blouse items (HS Code 
6106) decreased by 29.1 per cent with value amounted to US$ 32.9 million. Import 
of products Women/Girl Blouses, Shirt, etc has maximum share of 10.1 per cent 
among the 11 products and saw a decline of 29.1 per cent in 2009.  
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